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ACTIVITY REPORT

THANK YOU
Nine years ago, classical guitar music was quite unknown to most
people in Kolkata. Concert tickets were distributed gratis. The audience,
unaware of the etiquette of this genre (listening to the music undisturbed
and showing appreciation at the end of the performance), would clap
spontaneously through the pieces. Most people showed up because of
the novelty of it all.
With time, a community has developed, and relationships with other
cultural institutions have been built.
The patron of the 9th edition is StarOm Realty without whom the festival
would not be possible. In addition, we have had wonderful support from
the Embassy of Spain in India, The Italian Institute of Culture in New Delhi
and Consul General of Italy in Kolkata, the Balassi Institute and Embassy
of Hungary, the Instituto Camões (Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre),
Alhambra Guitars and Reynolds Musicals.
The Indian classical guitar community has begun to give back. Young
guitar students are now volunteering with us to help produce concerts
and manage the event.
There has been no paid marketing or traditional marketing of the
festival, and yet each concert was house full. Tickets began selling a full
six months before the festival was to begin.
The mainstream media too responded, with large pre and post event
coverage in the Calcutta Times (without official partnerships).
We are grateful to you for helping make this festival an integral part of
Kolkata’s cultural calendar. Thank you for your support!

Houseful!
1750 TICKETS SOLD

FOR THE THIRD YEAR IN A ROW
each show of the festival was entirely

sold out!

OVER 100

CLASSICAL GUITAR STUDENTS
from across India took lessons
with the visiting maestros.

SEMINARS &
WORKSHOPS

Apart from individual lessons,
we also had seminars and public
workshops open to all students
and teachers at the festival. These
interactive sessions are aimed
at providing supplementary
information and pedagogical
support to our own guitarists.

TOP:
Gary Ryan launching
the new ABRSM Guitar
Syllabus in a special
1-hour event.
RIGHT CORNER:
Gary Ryan gives a
seminar in pedagogy at
The Calcutta School of
Music.
RIGHT:
Ricardo J Martins in
a public workshop to
introduce Portuguese
guitar to classical guitar
students.

DIVERSE CONCERTS
Supported by Embassies and cultural missions, these concerts had
musicians presenting classical guitar repertoire from their own
country’s heritage. This diversity made the festival more interesting.
• The Embassy of Spain in India & Insitituo Cervantes New Delhi
• Italian Institute of Culture & Consulate General of Italy in Kolkata
• Camoes Institute (Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre)
• Embassy of Hungary & Balassi Institute

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

THE ITALIAN
SERENADE
FRIDAY 14 DEC
6.30-7.30 PM
THU LE & LORENZO
BERNARDI
The duo paid homage to the great
Italian musical tradition. They took
us through an exciting journey
through the centuries, across
Italian regions and styles. From
the Italian baroque of Domenico
Scarlatti and Antonio Vivaldi, we
heard music through the ages
including the Neapolitan song,
Opera with Gioacchino Rossini,
and all the way up to the 20th
century with Ennio Morricone.
The concert was attended by
Damiano Francovigh, Consul
General of Italy in Kolkata (right).

HUNGARIAN IMPROV
SATURDAY 15 DEC, 5-6 PM
MÁTÉ PALÁSTI
South American rhythms, Gypsy roots, Máté Palásti the
Hungarian fingerstyle guitarist gave us a fun concert
with little jazz, a little improvisation, a little flamenco
and a lot from South America with music by Jobim,
Van Heusen, Snétberger, Guinga, Paco de Lucia, Sonny
Rollins, Vicente Amigo, Yamandu Costa among others.

A GUITAR FOR SEGOVIA
SATURDAY 15 DEC, 6-7 PM
JAVIER SOMOZA
This concert included music written for the Maestro Andre
Segovia, or made popular by him. But what really set this
apart from the rest was the warm golden notes that Javier
Somoza (Real Conservatorio Superior de Música of Madrid)
elicited from his guitar, ending the performance with
traditional songs from Madrid - beautiful music that was
new to most of us in the audience. We are grateful to the
Spanish Embassy and Instituto Cervantes for inviting Javier
Somoza to the Calcutta International Classical Guitar Festival.

THE FADO FROM
PORTUGAL
SUNDAY 16 DEC, 6-7 PM
RICARDO J MARTINS & FERNANDO PONTE
For the first time in Kolkata, we had a concert with fado music. Fado
is the traditional folk music from Portugal described by UNESCO
as an “Intangible Cultural Heritage. Ricardo J Martins introduced
us to the instrument and the songs from his home country, as
well as a few beautiful heartwarming compositions of his own.

HEADLINING
CONCERTS
Our three late evening concerts were incredibly
successful. Raphaella Smits & Gary Ryan drew
standing ovations from the crowd. Johannes
Möller, a Calcutta beloved, was welcomed back
with joy.

RAPHAELLA SMITS
FRIDAY 14 DEC, 8-9 PM
Recognized as ‘an uncommonly musical guitarist’
, Raphaella Smits plays worldwide in her unique
way on eight-string guitars and historical
instruments. Chair at the Lemmens Institute in
Belgium, she is praised as an inspiring teacher.
This was evident at our guitar festival.
Raphaella performed on the 8-string guitar
custom made for her by John Gilbert in 1920. And
like this instrument, the concert of Baroque music
too, was extremely beautiful and unique. Deep
and moving, the last piece (Bach’s Chaccone) had
the audience spontaneously on their feet with
tears in their eyes.

JOHANNES MÖLLER
SATURDAY 15 DEC, 8-9 PM
GFA winner, composer and more recently
Ambassador of ZhengAn Guitar in China (a city in
Guizhou which has made guitar manufacturing and
guitar culture its main priority), Johannes Möller
is a regular at the Calcutta International Classical
Guitar Festival, returning each year since 2010 when
it first began. His love for the country has had him
write pieces inspired by ragas, and produce an
album titled India (2015). This year, he surprised the
audience with his new avatar: a steel string guitar
and easy-listening pop songs with music and lyrics
composed by him.

GARY RYAN
SUNDAY 16 DEC, 8-9 PM
The UK guitarist Gary Ryan is one of the
world’s leading exponents of the instrument
and has won international critical acclaim for
his exceptional technical control, profound
musical insight and entertaining recital
programmes. He is also well known for his
highly innovative guitar compositions and
in May 2013 was awarded a prestigious
Fellowship of the Royal College of Music,
London, by HRH Prince Charles in
recognition of his outstanding achievements
in the international musical world.
A perfect end to 3 days of festivities, Gary
Ryan’s concert of contemporary classical
guitar music had us looking at the future and
the possibilities of that the instrument has for
all of us ahead. Crisp and excellent, he drew
the crowd to their feet, shouting for more!

LEFT TO RIGHT:
Rupkatha went
to the airport to
receive Lorenzo
Bernardi.
Rohit (right) is now
an official part of the
festival production
crew in charge
of all logistics,
stage and venue
management!
Sourojit volunteered
to make sure the
masterclasses were
running smoothly.

COMMUNITY
BUILDING
The Calcutta International Classical
Guitar Festival has become an
annual event not just because of
guitar education, but for reunion
of friends. Over the last nine years,
friendships have developed. Young
guitarists from different cities
across India (Calcutta, Bangalore,
Pune, Chennai...) bonded over
music, stay connected through the
year and look forward to meeting
each December.
This group of young people have
now started organically giving back
to the classical guitar community.
They volunteer with us to help
picking up musicians from the
airport, make sure masterclasses
are running smoothly, usher
audience into the hall, check on
backstage activities and manage
all logistics.

INCLUSIVE
AUDIENCE
The Calcutta International
Classical Guitar Festival
was started to provide
access to the highest form
of guitar music to people
in India who otherwise
have to go abroad to
attend these concerts.
In the last couple of years,
we have expanded the
scope of this inclusion
to get tickets sponsored
for those who may not
be able to afford to
come, and may not have
otherwise envisioned
themselves as ‘concert
goers’.
This diversity adds to
the quality of audience,
and offers a chance for
people from different
backgrounds to share a
common space together.
This year BOOK A SMILE
made this possible in a
much bigger way than we
had hoped.
They generously
sponsored 50 tickets at
each concert so that a
total of

350 young
people and
children
f rom different
disadvantaged
backgrounds could
attend.

Beneficiaries
• Calcutta Social Project (50)
• Vivekanada Sewa Milan
Mandir (20)
• Life Project 4 Youth (30)
• Indian Institute of Cerebral
Palsy (30)
• Flight of Hope (20)
• Calcutta Rescue (35)
• Nabajatak Vidyamandir For
Girls (15)
• Future Hope (50)
• Friends of Calcutta (40)
• Bridge Foundation (10)
• Star Welfare (50)

ActivePaper Archive

SOULFUL NOTES ON THE MAGIC OF CLASSICAL GUITAR - The Times Of India - Kolkata, 12/13/2018

ActivePaper Archive

CITY’S RENDEZVOUS WITH CLASSICAL GUITARISTS - The Times Of India - Kolkata, 12/21/2018

IN THE PRESS
Detailed pre-event and post-event coverage without any media partnership in
The Calcutta Times showed us that the Calcutta International Classical Guitar
Festival has truly become a part of the city’s cultural calendar. We were also
featured extensively in the Serenade Magazine (India’s first western classical
music portal) and Indulge (the weekend magazine by New Indian Express).







(https://serenademagazine.com)

(http://www.soimumbai.com/spring2019)
Home (https://serenademagazine.com)



News (https://serenademagazine.com/category/news/)



NEWS (HTTPS://SERENADEMAGAZINE.COM/CATEGORY/NEWS/)

S

ince 2010, the Calcutta Classical Guitar Society has hosted the Calcutta International Classical Guitar Festival. 14-16 December 2018 at the ICCR in Kolkata, will mark the 9th edition of this event. This year we have concerts by
Thu Le & Lorenzo Bernardi (Italy), Raphaella Smits (Belgium), Máté Palásti (Hungary), Javier Somoza (Spain), Johannes Moller (Sweden) Ricardo J Martins & Fernando Ponte (Portugal) and Gary Ryan (England).
This is the only festival of its kind in India.

The largest in Asia.
And features Grammy award winning artistes, legendary composers & unforgettable concerts.
Partners
Istituto Italiano di Cultura
Instituto Cervantes
Embassy of Spain in India
Consulate General of Italy in Kolkata
Instituto Camões (Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre)
Balassi Institute (Hungarian Information and Cultural Centre)

Part of the festival includes a national-level classical guitar competition presented by the Instituto Cervantes New Delhi and Embassy of Spain in India.
Established with the intention of fostering an interest in Spanish music and culture in India, this is now an integral part of the Calcutta International Classical Guitar Festival. Prizes include a trip to Spain and participation in the Cordoba
Guitar Festival, a formal recital in the Instituto Cervantes, a prize guitar by Alhambra guitars, and strings and guitar accessories by Savarez.
Date: 13 December 2018, Venue: The Calcutta School of Music

THE ITALIAN SERENADE
By Thu Le & Lorenzo Bernardi
Friday 14 Dec, 6.30-7.30 pm
Partners: Instituto Italiano di Cultura & Consulate General of Italy in Kolkata
The duo will pay homage to the great Italian musical tradition. They will take us through an exciting journey through the centuries, across Italian regions and styles. From the Italian baroque of Domenico Scarlatti and Antonio Vivaldi,
we’ll continue through the ages hearing Neapolitan song, Opera with Gioacchino Rossini, and all the way up to the 20th century with Ennio Morricone.
THE 8-STRING ROMANTIC GUITAR
By Raphaella Smits

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
enabled by the

EMBASSY OF SPAIN IN INDIA
INSTITUTO CERVANTES NEW DELHI
and partnering with

FESTIVAL DE LA GUITARRA DE CÓRDOBA

The Spanish Classical Guitar Competition is a national-level classical
guitar competition enabled by the Embassy of Spain and held with the
intention of fostering an interest in Spanish music and culture in India.
From 2018, the official partner of the competition is the Festival de la
Guitarra de Córdoba, the world’s oldest and longest running classical
guitar festival.
The winner of the Spanish Classical Guitar Competition gets a fully
paid scholarship (including international travel and accommodation) to
attend this guitar festival in Cordoba.
The finals of the Spanish Classical Guitar Competition was held at The
Calcutta School of Music on 13 December 2018.

Prizes
OPEN CATEGORY
Participation in the Festival de la Guitarra de Córdoba (Spain) 
presented by the Embassy of Spain in India & guitarracordoba.org
This is a full scholarship including international travel and
accommodation, and will include the participation fees for
masterclasses and concert.
Recital at the Instituto Cervantes New Delhi
presented by the Instituto Cervantes New Delhi
This will be a formal 1-hour classical guitar recital at the Instituto
Cervantes New Delhi in December 2019. The prize includes travel to
Delhi, accommodation and hospitality for 2 nights in Delhi.
Professional guitar by Alhambra
by Alhambra Guitars and their Kolkata-based distributer Reynolds
P7 Model, solid top cedar guitar meant for conservatory students
Savarez Strings & accessories
by Reynolds

JUNIOR CATEGORY (under 18)
Student guitar by Alhambra
by Alhambra Guitars and their Kolkata-based distributer Reynolds
Z Natural Model, solid top guitar meant for students
Savarez Strings & accessories
by Reynolds
PARTNERS

FINALISTS
OPEN
CATEGORY
Nandini Sudhir
Prashanth Venkatasubramani
Rohit Verma
Deepak Ponmudi
Jeeva Kumarappa

JUNIOR
CATEGORY
Shashank Chhetri
Sunil Parameswar
Anusha Panchumarthi
Arya Mondal
Anshul Kasera
Sourojit Ganguly
Saksham Chauhan
Sidharth Sarangi
Nikhilesh Mukherjee
Bighnesh Mallick

PHOTO CAPTIONS
TOP LEFT: Judges
take a break
between rounds.
TOP MIDDLE:
Competitors
warming up before
their turn.
TOP RIGHT:
Shashank Chhetri
playing on the
competition stage at
The Calcutta School
of Music
BELOW: Competition
results are declared
on the final day
of the festival at
the ICCR. Winners
stand on stage with
judges (L-R) Sidharth
Sarangi, Anusha
Panchumarthi,
Sunil Parameswar,
Arya Mondal, Jeeva
Kumarappa, Nandini
Sudhir, Deepak
Ponmudi, Thu Le,
Lorenzo Bernardi,
Mate Palasti, Veda
Aggarwal.

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Deepak Ponmudi
1ST PRIZE OPEN CATEGORY
I started playing classical guitar in 2011 under Mrs. Ahlauyu
SV Naiud in Chennai. In 2016 I moved to Banglaore to
study in Bangalore School of music under Mr. Poireinganba
Thangjam. I have completed my Grade 8 level from ABRSM.
At present I’m pursuing my Diploma in classical guitar and
have begun teaching at The Bangalore School of Music.
The piece which inspired me to learn classical guitar was
Bouree in E minor by JS Bach.
I find my inspiration from guitarists like Agustin Barrios,
Francisco Tarrega, David Russel, John Williams, Pavel Steidl
and Roberto Aussel.

Deepak is a 27-year-old guitarist who lives in Bangalore. He
performed Spanish Dance No. 5 by Enrique Grandos and No
Hubo Remedio by Mario Castelenuovo Tedesco for the finals
of the Spanish Classical Guitar Competition.

ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Nandini Sudhir
2ND PRIZE OPEN CATEGORY
I started my musical journey with the Bangalore School of Music at the
age of 10 and there has been no looking back ever since. I trained under
Dinesh Khundrakpam, an accomplished guitarist himself, and it was
with him that I began to love this instrument and decided to make the
classical guitar my life. I am an active member of all the classical guitar
activities of the school, including the Indo-Swiss Guitar Orchestra.
I am now a part of the teaching faculty at The Bangalore School of Music
and was a member of the first edition of the Bangalore Classical Guitar
Festival 2018.
I now train with Annette Kruisbrink, the classical guitarist and composer
from Netherlands.
Nandini is 21-year-old, and one of India’s most talented classical guitarists.
In previous years she has won several prizes at the national level and a
few prizes in international guitar competitions as well (Thailand, Nordhorn,
Twents).
Nandini performed Cancion del Emperador by Luys de Narvaez and
Prelude from BWV 998 by Johann Sebastian Bach for the Finals of the
Spanish Classical Guitar Competition.
ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Jeeva Kumarappa
3RD PRIZE OPEN CATEGORY
I am born in Chennai, Tamil Nadu and started learning guitar from 2011. Initially I
was learning plectrum guitar only and I don’t have any idea about classical guitar
at that time. Then I joined KM Music Conservatory (KMMC), Chennai in 2014. First
time when I entered KMMC guitar room I saw one of my senior playing a classical
guitar piece called SWING THING (Grade 5 Trinity Guitar Syllabus 2010-2015) and
that was the first time I saw classical guitar. The tone of nylon strings and style
of playing attracted me. Mr. David Nirmal Jeyasuriyan my first teacher in KMMC
adviced me to learn classical guitar and from mid of 2015 I started to learn under
Mr. Matt Bacon.
I completed Grade 6 in classical guitar from Trinity college, London and completed
grade 5 in music theory from ABRSM. And also complete 4 years of learning
in KMMC, Chennai. In these past years I also had master classes under Mircea
Gogoncea, Leon Koudelak, Aribam Uttam Sharma, Javier Somoza and Thu Le.
Jeeva performed Fingals Hohle by J. K . Mertz and Mallorca by Isaac Albeniz for the
finals of the Spanish Guitar Competition.

ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Arya Mondal
1ST PRIZE JUNIOR CATEGORY
I first started playing guitar when I was four and a half years
old. I have completed Grade 5 recently and am preparing for
the next grade. But I am learning classical guitar for only 2
years. Before that I was learning acoustic guitar. My acoustic
guitar teacher is Indranil Chatterjee and my classical guitar
teacher is Biplav Singh.
My teacher who teaches me acoustic guitar suggested
learning classical guitar. If I learn it would help in composing
of music.
Gaspar Sanz is my favourite composer, and my favourite
pieces is Canarios.
Arya is an 11-year-old guitarist who is studying in Class VI.
Apart from the guitar and academic he also learns to paint.
For the finals of the Spanish Guitar Competition he performed
Las abejas by Augustin Barrios Mangore and Canarios by
Gaspar Sanz.

ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Sunil Parameswaran
2ND PRIZE JUNIOR CATEGORY
I started to learn to play the guitar from the age of eight at The
Bangalore School of Music. My interest originated after watching
my father play.
With the enormous support from my parents and the BSM
faculty, coupled with a highly disciplined approach, my guitar
learning took a good shape. Eventually that gave me strength
to face the ABRSM examinations. I have successfully completed
the performance only diploma ARSM (Associate of the Royal
School of Music) with a high distinction.
My teacher Len who is responsible for my musical journey. I am
also fortunate to take Skype lessons from Lazhar Cherouana,
with whom I had my first master class at the BSM.
Sunil is a 16-year-old guitarist from Bangalore. In 2018 he was the
Grand Prize Winner in the Times Nie Geeth Sangeeth competition
organized by SAPA, as well as the competition at the Bangalore
Classical Guitar Festival and Competition.
For the finals of the Spanish Classical Guitar Competition he
performed En Los Trigales by Joaquin Rodrigo and the prelude
from BWV1006a by JS Bach.
ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

SPANISH CLASSICAL
GUITAR COMPETITION
Anusha Panchumarthi
3RD PRIZE JUNIOR CATEGORY
I started playing the guitar when I was 8 years old. I started
with an acoustic steel string guitar, but then switched to
classical guitar after my teacher recommended it.
My mom pushed me into playing guitar because it was
always her dream for me to play. I initially didn’t like it
very much but now it’s become my life.
My teacher, Andy Ramesh, has always been very
supportive and encouraging. I love playing emotional
pieces because I like to feel my music. It’s a very difficult
feeling to describe. I’m not very sure if I’ll do music full
time, but I’m sure that I’ll carry it forward as my main
passion because it has changed my life.

Anusha is a 15-year-old guitarist from Bangalore. For the finals of
the Spanish Classical Guitar Competition she performed Maria by
Francisco Tarrega and Tarantelle by Johann Kaspar Mertz.

ENABLED BY

PARTNERS

CORDOBA
GUITAR
FESTIVAL

4-14
july
2018

Abhigya Bharati, winner of the 2017 Spanish
Classical Guitar Competition travelled to
Cordoba in July. As part of his prize, his
air travel and train travel to Cordoba and
accommodation in the city was sponsored
by the Embassy of Spain in New Delhi. The
Festival de la Guitarra de Cordoba provided
active workshops with Leo Brouwer, Berta
Rojas and Marcin Dylla, and the ability to sit
in on classes by David Russel and Manuel
Barrueco.
Abhigya also took lessons with jazz legend
Mike Stern, made friends and attended all 14
fabulous concerts of traditional, classical, jazz
and contemporary music.
His arrival in Cordoba was met with
enthusiasm by the festival director, and by
the press. Abhigya was featured in local
newspapers including in-depth interviews in
Cordopolis and Diario Cordoba.

Deepak Ponmudi, the 2018 winner of the
Spanish Classical Guitar Competition (in
addition to the Cordoba Guitar Festival), also
gets the opportunity to visit the Alhambra
guitar factory in Muray de Alcoy (Alicante) and
meet the professors and students at the Royal
Madrid Conservatory.



De Darjeeling a la Meca (de la Guitarra)
El joven guitarrista Abhigya Y Bharati ha pasado los últimos días aprendiendo guitarra
española y clásica con los mejores, tras haber ganado un concurso nacional en India
JUAN VELASCO - 14/07/2018 02:35
19



CONTRAPORTADA
CONTRACORRIENTE

Un sueño sin fronteras

Abhigya y Bharati fue el mejor en el Festival de Guitarra Española de Calculta, en la India. El p
a los cursos en Córdoba

Buscar

p.ej. M
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Abhigya y Bharati, junto al cartel del Festival de la Guitarra de Córdoba - MANUEL MURILLO

Laura García
11/07/2018
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Hay fronteras que separan. Se trazan con una línea tan gruesa que en ocasiones
Aunque el origen del ﬂamenco sea un misterio, hay quien sostiene que en su fórmula hay bastante de la cultura del pueblo gitano,
cuyas raíces se encuentran muy lejos de España. Más concretamente en el llamado Indostán, el nombre que recibe la región del

resultan incluso inhumanas. Otras, se difuminan. Es eso a lo que llamamos

subcontinente indio, que comprende India, Pakistán, Bangladés, Sri Lanka, las Maldivas, Bután y Nepal, y cuyos habitantes llegaron

globalización y buena suerte. Y si hay algo capaz de romper barreras (y fronteras)

a Europa y a España.

es la música. Es lo que le ha ocurrido a Abhigya y Bharati, un guitarrista indio que

En esa conexión, las cuerdas han jugado un papel importantísimo y, para cualquier estudiante de guitarra de cualquier parte del
mundo, si hay un sitio al que peregrinar, ése es Córdoba. “Córdoba es la Meca, el sitio donde la guitarra se creó y el origen de todo.

hoy pasea por las calles cordobesas. Las nueve horas diarias que le ha venido
dedicando a su pasión desde edades tempranas le llevaron a convertirse en el

Así que es un sitio muy importante para mí”, explica al respecto Abhigya Y Bharati, un joven de 25 años, nacido en el distrito indio de

mejor guitarrista del Concurso de Guitarra Española de Calcuta, el principal

Darjeeling, y que ha pasado los últimos días disfrutando de un sueño.

Festival de Guitarra de Asia. Y la recompensa lo trajo hasta otro festival de la

Un sueño que se inició en diciembre del año pasado, cuando se convirtió en el ganador del Concurso de Guitarra Española de Calcuta,
el principal Festival de Guitarra de Asia, y cuyo premio incluía un viaje a España para asistir al Festival de la Guitarra de Córdoba y

16:25 h
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El guitarrista hindú Abhigya Y Bharati | ALEX GALLEGOS
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15:54 h

españo
cuota

guitarra, pero esta vez en Córdoba, para seguir los cursos formativos y las
actividades.

acudir a los cursos de Leo Brouwer, Marcin Dylla, Berta Rojas, Manuel Barrueco y David Russell, en una colaboración desarrollada
entre la Embajada de España en Nueva Dheli y el IMAE Gran Teatro.
Todo un reto para un joven que empezó a tocar la guitarra por el empeño de su madre, y que ha acabado convertido en profesor de
canto para alumnos de primaria. “Desde pequeño mis padres me apuntaron a clases de guitarra. Tendría ocho años cuando mi madre

Nacido en el distrito indio de Darjeeling (La tierra del rayo), el guitarrista, fan
acérrimo de Pat Martino, descubrió las cuerdas cuando solo tenía ocho años. Con
doce años se expuso por primera vez al público, y sintió «que estaba siendo un

me apuntó en una pequeña escuela que enseñaba guitarra y otros instrumentos. Hoy soy profesor de niños, lo cual me quita más

momento muy importante. Me compré unos zapatos nuevos para el concierto.

tiempo para practicar”, conﬁesa Bharati.

Pero realmente luego me di cuenta de que todo estaba siendo muy natural, solo
tenía que disfrutarlo». Eso es lo que suelen hacer los niños: disfrutar de su
inocencia. Bharati aún la conserva cuando coge una guitarra. «Elegí la guitarra
porque me siento muy bien tocándola, muy a gusto. Me he dedicado a ella
durante muchísimo tiempo y siempre quiero mejorar. Nunca me canso de ella»,
asegura.

Un m

Así lo h
le regal

Su vida en la India
El oriundo de Darjeeling no ve distintivo en su talento. Su vida, rodeada de
familia y amigos, parece normal cuando quien la narra es Bharati. La realidad es
que su historia está ligada a la entrega y el sacrificio. Sus estudios se han limitado

LO MÁ

a la música: «Nunca he estado en lo que se entiende por conservatorio aquí en
España. Estudié en una pequeña academia de rock, que me enseñó el nivel básico.
Después de eso, tuve que aprender por mi mismo», relata. Cuando su madre lo
introdujo en la música, su hermano mayor ya tocaba el violín, aunque el
compromiso del hindú con la guitarra contrasta con el de su hermano, al que la
fiebre del violín le duró poco tiempo.
Sus amigos siempre le han «respetado y apoyado. Aunque al principio no
entendían nada de lo que estaba haciendo. A veces piensan que tengo una especie
de enfermedad con esto, no paro de enseñarles lo que hacen los artistas que más
El guitarrista hindú Abhigya Y Bharati | ALEX GALLEGOS

me gustan, pero aun así siguen escuchándome», dice entre risas. Ahora ha tenido

Para llegar hasta Córdoba, también inﬂuyó el consejo de uno de sus profesores, que le pidió que intentara, al menos una vez,

que disminuir el número de horas que le dedica a la guitarra para impartir clases

participar en el Concurso de Guitarra Española de Calcuta. Así lo hizo en 2016, en el que ganó su amigo Dipankar Singh, y volvió a

de canto infantil, por si fuera poco.
Configuración de privacidad

Dedicación

El empeño que supone perseguir un sueño puede verse mermado por el tiempo, la
frustración o el aburrimiento. Sin embargo, las palabras de Bharati adivinan una
pasión irrefrenable: «Nunca me he planteado la posibilidad de abandonar, ¿por
qué iba a hacerlo? Lo que más podría asemejarse a un abandono sería un nuevo
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The Calcutta Interntational
Classical Guitar Festival is
organised by the Calcutta
Classical Guitar Society
(a non-profit cultural
organisation and registered
under the West Bengal
Societies Registration Act,
to whom donations are
exempt under Section
80-G of the Income Tax
Act), in association with the
Indian Guitar Federation
(an informal non-profit
association of guitar
societies across India)
calguitar.in
indianguitarfederation.in

